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Thompson gave us Gonzo journalism 


impact usually fount* which s 


Talese," Th' 
plained. "I ai 


Hunter Stockton Thompson 
was bom in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, on July IS, 1939, the son 
of Jack R. Thompson, an 
insurance agent and Virginia 
(Ray). After attending public 
schools in Louisville, he joined 
the U.S. Air Force, in which he 
did sports writing for a base 
newspaper in Florida. In 1958, 


more "accurate a description 
or ... plausible an analysis" of 
the Hell’s Angels than Thomp- 


wilh the Angels, Thompson’s 
political consciousness was, as 
he put It, "really jerked 
around.” While covering the 
Democratic Convention In Chi- 
cago in August 1968 as a 
straight reporter, he was 
caught in the clash of police 


i. unpaid hotel bills, and 
in fits of paranoia, 
it all track of th 


e by Thompson over the 


kind of writing I do and the 
Wolfe/Talese style. They tend 
to go back and recreate stories 
that have already happened, 
while I get right in the middle 




is himself struck with a billy 
ub. He came awav convinced 
to politics. 


No other reporter 
reveals how much we 
have to tear and 
loathe, yet does it so 
hilariously. 


ra 


and was portrayed by 


i" by renaming 
Aspen “Fat City." ^Edwards 



.bout John Chancellor mis- 
chievously doctoring Thomp- 


alone understand, the film if 



